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Preparations for 2nd International 
Ramgarhia Convention at New Dethi-India 


A Report on the 2nd visit of $ Amarject Singh Bha 





N Delhiz@. wo R) His Excellency Giani Zail Singh 
and § Amarjcet Singh Bhamra 





Chandigarh: (10) $ Iqbal Singh Renota, 
$ Harbhajan Singh Virdi and § Amarject Singh- 
Bhamra, 





Phagwara: (L to 8) § Ravinder Singh Sobil, 
$ Ishar Singh Prashar, Mr & Mrs Jatinder Singh 
Kundi and Amarjeet Singh Bhamra. 





Chandigarh: ¢.10 8) S Harbans Singh Virdi, 
Sh Mata Ram Dhiman and § Amarjeet Singh- 
Bhamra. 





POORATY 


Tandoori Restaurant 


& Sweet Centre 
KNOWN FOR LADDOO 


WE CATER FOR WEDDINGS AND PRIVATE PARTIES 














[New Delhis (LtoR) S Resham Singh Matharu (President 
‘Silt Citizen Council Delhi) $ Ujgar Singh Dhanjal President 
Ramgachia Co-Operative Bank Deli) § Rattaa Singh Sehra 
(Pounder Member Ramgathia Co-Operative Bank Dethi) 

'§ Kurpal Singh Sangotpur (President Dethi Gurdwara 
Prabindale Committee Delhi) S Amarjeet Singh Bhamra_ 
‘Convener 2nd Int'l Ramgarhia Convention Steering Committee 
'§ Gurbachan Singh (Gen Sec Sikh Citiaea Council Dei) 
'S Hazbans Singh Sangatpari President Bhai Lalo 

Delhi) & § Sulakhan Singh Soor Ex-Member Delhi Metro. 


FULL TAKE AWAY 


78 Western Road, Southall, Middx. 
Tel: 081 574 4934 
(OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK) 
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HS HOLYRESS 
SKI SATGURY JAGIEET-SINGH TI WAHARAT 


“Satguru Partap Singh Maharaj 
lived up to 1959 and was succeeded by 
Satguru Jagjit Singh, who has stressed far 
more simplification and more cost effective 
Sikh marriage ceremony. 

He has made Namdhari Sikhs strict 
to follow their tenets in and outside India, 
that in their hundreds of thousands they 
have become teetotalers and vegetarians. 
Many of them work in public and private 
industry dressed in complete Sikh dress. 

His contribution to the people of rural 
areas is note worthy. He has made lengthy 
roads without the the aid of the state 
exchequer. Indian Classical music is His 
hobby. He Himself plays on Dilruba and has 
trained at His expense many youngsters at 
different centers, who have become 


renowned artists.” 
Maharaj Bir Singh. 





Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary 





EDITORIAL This issue. of the 
International Ramgarhia News completes its first 
year of bi-monthly publications. Since its launch 
after the Ist successful International Ramgarhia 
Convention, the Newsmagazine has been welcomed 
in all quarters except certain ignoramus self styled 
leaders filled with animosity. Our humble effort to 
serve our community through this Newsmagazine 
has been a challenging task but one with a 
rewarding experience, At a time when there in no 
regular dedicated Ramgarhia tabloid, our priority 
is now to widen our readership base and possibly 
increase its frequency. It is therefore imperative 
that your financial support is part of the equation 
for the success and the long term stability of this 
Newsmagazine. 

The basis of its contents are thorough, 
comprehensive and authoritarian work of dedicated 
Ramgarhia scholars, writers, historians, journalists 
and outstanding community workers, It is therefore 
important that the Newmegazine is shared amongst 
all family members and friends. This is the only 
Ramgarhia tabloid that caters for the Punjabi and 
English readership simultaneously, 

Secular Ramgarhiaism is our hallmark as 1 
believe that this is the key to our goals, With such a 
broad based Vishwkarma-Ramgarhia community 
around the world, the thrust of political activity 
simmering with the multitude of action and 
lobbying taking place around the next International 
Ramgarhia Convention, it seems that we are 
potentially circumnayigating the __ political 
manifastation of our — past history... This 
Newsmagazine has and is convincingly resurrecting 
that stature. . cs : 

November 14th is the parkash of Sri 
Satguru Jagjeet Singhji Maharaj and time of joy 
and happiness for all the world especially the 
Ramgarhia community. Let us all rejoice and pray 
that through His blessings we live to serve our 
Creator. This final issu olume one series is 
dedicated to Sri Satguru Jagjeet Singhji Maharaj. 









AMARIEET-SINGH BHAMRA. Editor-in-Chief 
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Social Status of 
Ramgarhia Women : 
Problems and Solutions 


Mrs Anup Kaur Bansal 


A. great thinker and philosopher eulogises woman 
when he writes “Next to God we are indebted to women, 
first for life itself, and then for making it worth having.” 
‘The future of society is in the hands of women as mothers, 
sisters and life partners and if the world was lost through 
woman she alone can save it. 


STATUS OF AN AVERAGE WOMAN IN THE PAST 

The story of the struggle to improve the status of 
women is long one and the fate of Ramgarhia women is 
in no way different from the women of other communities/ 
countries. It is a general notion that in Vedic times Indian 
women enjoyed considerable freedom in various social 
ceremonies and were respectable figures in the family. 
Personally speaking, I have my doubts about this because 
we all are aware that a widow was burnt alive alongwith 


‘Anup Kaur Bansal * (Mrs. AK. Bansal, MA. (English), M.A, (Punjabi) 
B.Ed. Principal, Guru Nanak Khalsa College for Women (Gujarkhan 
Campus), Modet town, Ludhiana-141002 (India). The paper presented at 
the international Ramgarhia Convention held at Marriott Hotel, Heathrow/ 
Stough, England on Jan. 2-3, 1993. 
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the dead body of her husband, girls were Killed at the time 
of their very birth. She occupied a very low place in society 
and cast-ridden framework of society. The evidence of the 
same is a couplet from Ramayana written by a great saint 
poet Tulsi Das, He says: 

ee des ger uy ug adi 

a Ay yee @ vif! 

Much later, a renowned Punjabi poet Sayyad Waris 
Shah criticised women: 

wan de edie seeo wat 
we ta fo fat 2 ma ati 

and yet another one doubts the integrity and sincerity 
of the women: 

35 dst ot Sach ud fst oP ys) 

That is why Guru Nanak Dev ji raised his voice against 
the injustice being done to women: 

3a wen Fz We, Hs Te sass 
A Rae oer omen, fg Af aN 

With the advent of the British rule, the lot of women 
also started improving because the ideas hey brought from gan, 
the West did indirectly create an atmosphere in which some 
ofour social reformers could work and achieve considerable 
measure of success. Women organised themselves and (in 
1942) brave women like Aruna Asif Ali, Sucheta Kriplani 
and Usha Mehta jumped into the struggle for independence, 
‘They were willing to join processions, face police firing 
and go to prison. They broke salt law, picketed shops selling 
liquor and foreign manufactured cloth. Young girls and 
women with small children went to prisons where conditions 
were higly deplorable, 

Even in the older times women like Mai Bhaago, Rani 
Sahib Kaur, Rani Jhansi and manyh others were and still 
‘are famed fro their valour and bravery. Sikh history proves 
that women arc as capable of making sacrifices as men 
as we read in our daily Ardas: 

It is indeed the character and status of women that 
reflect the political and moral conditions of a community, 


id ° 


SEGREGATION OF MALE AND FEMALE WORLD. 
IN RAMAGARHIA COMMUNITY 


Our society is sharply divided between the world of 
men and the world of women. Among the upper classes 
of the society, it is exclusively the men who participate 
in the subsistence economy and are responsible for earning 
alliving. Men are the main participants in the field of public 
affairs too. Women find themselves excluded from the 
direct participation in w wide range of economic, political, 
administrative and judicial institutions. It is a woman's 
economic dependence which, to a great extent, has been 
responsible for her low status and this is also the root cause 
of the dowry system. She has no identity of her own. She 
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is always known as somebody's wife, mother or daughter 
Inspite of great advancement made in the sphere of 
womens’ education during the last few decades, most of 
the old prejudices against women in Ramgarhia community 
still persist. 

DOWRY - AN EVIL 

Even in the modem age, among Ramarhia families, 
girls are considered to be burden on the family, From the 
very birth of a female child in the family, the parents start 
worrying about the problems regarding her marriage. 
Dowry isa greatcurse in our society. Although theoretically, 
it is condemned by all but in fact most of the parents are 
parties to this evil, People have devised novel methods 
wherein they accept dowary payments, Such payments are 
deemed as symbolds of high social rank and are not 
considered unethical. Even the people who have suffered 
from this evil system during the marriages of their suffered 
from this evil system during the marriages of their 
daughters, seem to be very keen to get dowry in the 
marriages of their sons. 

During my visits and stay in England, Canada and 
U.S.A., I have observed that this evil has taken stronger 
and deeper roots in these countries than in India. This needs 
to be taken seriously because the system of dowry 
ultimately reflects on the married life of the couple. It 
breeds hatred and contempt which may ruin their married 
life. I personally feel that any youngman who askes for 
dowry discredits his education, his community, his nation 
and dishonours womanhood. Dowry system also strengthens 
the idea that woman is inferior to man. 
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CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE IN RAMGARHIA COM- 
MUNITY 

If we go deep down into the details we shall find a 
rich diversity in the life styles of the regional communities 
in India and abroad and in the socio-economic classes, 
Again, the position of two (married) women in their 
respective families, belonging to the same cultural area but 
falling into different socio-economic categories will bring 
to light many similarities and differences. One thing more, 
all the middle, class working women in the cities do not 
enjoy the sune status because of their educational 
achievements and the status of their work. 

The uniformity of a woman's domestic life is a world- 
wide phenomenon. Seme years ago a World Conference 
‘on women was held at Mexico City. One of the papers 
presented there gave the details of a woman's plight that 
she lead a dull, home-bound life, always busy in cooking 
and cleaning. Thus she could not deevelop her interests 
and personality. It appeared as if it was all about our own 
Ramgarhia sisters. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S YEAR - 1975 ow 

The United Nations Nations designated 1975 as 
Intemational Women’s Year in order to concentrate upon 
the advancement and improvement of status of women all 
over the world. The main objective of the U.N. was to urge 
all the member states to take substantial measures to 
“promote equality, to ensure the full integration of women 
in the total development effort, especially by emphasizing 
‘women’s responsibility and her important role in economic, 
social and cultural development”, and to recognise the 
laudable contribution of women in strengthening the efforts 
to bring about world peace. 

POST-INDEPENDENCE STATUS 

It is highly encouraging to note that in independent 
India my Ramgarhia sisters have achieved great heights 
in all the spheres of life. There are many women members 
of local bodies politicians, lawyers and architects. They 
have already shown to the world that they can, by their 
shear ability and capacity for hard work, very successfully 
discharge their duties as administrators, ete. To quote a 
philosopher: 

“To awaken the people, it is the women who must 
be awakened. Once she is on the move, the mamily moves, 
the village moves, the nation moves.” 

Sheridan, a great English playwrigth, goes further to 
say, “Women govern us; let us try ot render them more 
perfect. The more they are enlightened, so much the more 
we shall be on the cultivation of the minds of women, 
depends the wisdom of man.” 

Shakespeare goes one step ahead in apllauding the 
role of women. He says, “Women are the books, the arts, 
the academies, that show, contain and nourish all the 
world.” 

The (non-working) Ramgarhia women themselves 
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“To awaken the people, it Is the wornan who must 
be awakened, Once she Is on the move, the family 
moves, the vilage moves, the nation moves.” 
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"Women govern us; let us try to render them more: 
Perfect, The more they are enlightened, so much more 
we shall be. On the cultivation of the minds of women, 
depends the wisdom of man," 
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busy by participating in the home and in their networks 
of relations with other women which have a significant 
impact on the relations between men, The articulation and 
management of these networks provides the same element 
in the lines of women as participation in the economic or 
political institutions provides formen. Such women occupy 
pivotal positions in the domestic sphere and they often 
succeed in influencing public affairs through private 
positions. 

‘At the same time many women arc being driven, 
through economic compulsions, to take up jobs. And there 
isa heavy concentration of women in certain professions 
like teaching, nursing and clerical cadres. 

“The uneducated Ramgarhia women (of rural India or 
living abroad) are far less apathetic about their continued 
low status in society than the educated and better placed 
womenin othersocio-economic sectors. Their backwardness 
is, infact, a very serious hinderance in the development of 
the whole Ramgarhia society. The future of the family 
would become unstable and insecure if the gap between 
men’s and women’s advancement kept widening. Equal 
rights were enshrined to both men and women in our 
constitution but the society has been ignoring these 
privileges that women are entitled to, 
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New Power 
Generation 


VEHICLES POLLUTE. EVERY YEAR CARS, BUSES, LORRIES, 
motorcycles and vans emit, among other things, 30 million tonnes 
‘of carbon dioxide into the UK atmosphere. Carbon dioxide is the 
primary ‘greenhouse’ gas responsible for global warming. Along 
with methane, oxides of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, ozone and 
chlorofluorocarbons, this gas traps radiation emitted from the 
earth, which, in turn, causes, the gradual raising of global tempera- 
tures. Global warming could melt polar ice-caps, raise sea levels, 
cause flooding in low-lying coastal areas and alter agricultural 
patterns. Vehicle exhaust fumes also 
damage health and contribute to 
acid rain. 
Governments and scien- 
tists agree that vehicle 
emissions must be reduced, 
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Is putting ‘clean’ 
fuel in your cara 
viable alternative to 
pumping petrol? 
MARIA YOUNG 
investigates 


But how can they be reduced when 25 million cars are fore. 
cast for UK roads by the end of the century? We live 
in a world where lifestyles and commerce rely on the car. 
So the race is on to produce vehicles that can run on 
alternative ‘clean’ fuels. 


Bio-fuels 
Bio-fuel crops such as rape, sugar and maize are often perceived as 
the ultimate ‘eco-fuel’. You simply grow it, But there are many 
drawbacks to growing and distilling crops into ethanol and methyl 
esters to power vehicles. 

‘The theory is that as the crop grows, it absorbs carbon dioxide 
(CO,), the main ‘greenhouse’ gas. 
Carbon dioxide is released when 

the bio-fuel is burned, but no 
more is emitted into the atmo- 
sphere than originally absorbed, But, 
it takes a vast crop to produce a rel- 
atively small amount of fuel and 
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considerable quantities of CO. 
harvesting the crop and manu! 

Ecologists are also conc 
needed to produce bio-fuel 
which, in the broader pic 
Nevertheless, France, 


2 ate produced by farm equipment 
facturing processes converting it. 
erned that the intensive cultivation 
ls would require powerful pesticides 
ture, would harm the environment. 
Traly and Austria have begun production of 
bio-diesel (made with Tape). In Brazil and Zimbabwe, ‘sugars and 
starches are fermented to produce ethanol, petrol substitute. 

In this country, the Reading Bus Company ran three of its 
vehicles on bio-diesel and were impressed with the results. But the 
experiment proved too expensive to continue because bio-diese] 
isn’t produced in Britain and had to be imported ftom Italy. “It’s 
unlikely bio-fuels will be taken on wholesale,” says AA Chief 
Engineer Doug Houston, “mainly because it wouldn't be possible 
to produce enough.” 

Even if the whole of Britain's current ‘set-aside’ agricultural land 
‘was used for bio-diesel, for example, it would replace only about six 
per cent of diesel use, Moreover, it is estimated this would cut CO) 
emissions by no more than four per cent. 


Methanol/Ethanal 


In America, the introduction of the Alternative Motor Fuels Act 
1988 requires a percentage of the government and domestic vehicle 
feet to be converted to alternative fuels by the end of 1993. As a 
result, there was an increase in the number of cats powered by 
methanol and ethanol. Both can be produced from vegetable crops. 
Methanol can also be derived from natural gas or coal and ethanol 
can be made from ethylene, a by-product of oil refining, 

With some modification, cars can run on pure methanol or 
ethanol, but they are best used as part of a mixture with petrol or 
«diesel. Both methanol and ethanol reduce the overall level of exhaust 
ate but there is no significant reduction in the level of CO. 
3 
3 








Natural gas 
Natural gas-powered vehicles can reduce CO, emissions by up to 
30 per cent and carbon monoxide (CO) by 70 per cent. Worldwide, 
there are already more than one million vehicles using natural gas, 
including two AA Transit vans. 
It’s relatively straightforward to convert petrol and diesel 
vehicles to natural gas use, The two main drawbacks are that it 
is bulky and requires a large on-board storage tank and that, 
at the moment in Britain, refuelling can be difficult. 
British Gas has invested in a network of nine 
filling stations which are available to fleet 
users, but more are required to encour- 
age wider use of natural gas 
vehicles. In Italy, Canada and 
the US natural gas pumps sit 
alongside petrol pumps at 
‘many service stations. 





® 


choices at the 
filling station” 
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Hydrogen 

The ultimate clean fuel is hydrogen. When it's burned (or reacts 
with oxygen) only water is produced. But the ‘Hindenburg’ fuel 
does have its drawbacks. To produce it, water molecules have to be 
divided by an electrical process. Most electricity in this country 1s 
supplied by coal-fired power stations, which produce considerable 
quantities of waste, particularly CO), 

However, if experiments producing hydrogen from solar 
sources become a workable reality, then hydrogen really will be the 
environmental fuel of the future. 

Maada firmly believes the hydrogen caris the way ahead and has 
switched its energies from researching electric cars to cars which 
use hydrogen. The Japanese manufacturer says electric cars will be 
twice as expensive as cars using current technology, while hydrogen 
vehicles will be only 20 per cent more expensive. 

BMW and Mercedes have also produced hydrogen prototypes. 
It appeals to motor manufacturers because hydrogen allows similar 
performance levels to conventional cars 


Electricity 

Electric cars are much talked about, but still have drawbacks. Many 
use heavy and bulky batteries which give limited performance and 
range, To overcome this, some prototypes are actually hybrids 
‘They may have a diesel engine, to power the car on longer trips and 
generate electricity, while the batteries are reserved for city driving, 

Just how environmentally friendly electric vehicles are depends 
on how the electricity is generated. In France, 75 per cent of 
electricity is produced by nuclear power stations that emit no CO, 
whatsoever; so an electric car in France would be quite clean. In 
Britain, most electricity is from coal-fired sources and so many of 
the environmental benefits of electric cars are wiped out, 

It's a motor industry joke that electric cars are just around the 
corner... the only trouble is they have been just around the corner 
for 50 years, This is true of most of the fuels discussed here; there is 
nothing entirely new about them, 





Although environmental legislation such as the Californian 
initiative — which requires two per cent of vehicles sold from 1998 
to have ‘zero emissions’ ~ is helping to speed up technological 
advance, experts believe we should be looking at improving existing 
petrol and diesel technology in order to reduce fuel consumption 
and therefore emissions. 

“Tt will be at least 10 years before cars using alternative fuels are 
in full production,” says Doug Houston. 

Many manufacturers are beginning to take fuel consumption 
seriously, and cars such as the Vauxhall Corsa, Citroén AX and 
Peugeot 106 achieve excellent fuel economy. 

New ‘lean burn’ engines use much less fuel and if these were 
coupled with catalytic converters, toxic emissions could be drasti- 
cally reduced. Weight reduction can make a big difference, since it 
takes a less powerful engine to achieve the same performance. Audi 
is looking at using lightweight aluminium for its car frames. 
‘Aerodynamic shaping can also improve fuel efficiency. The best 
European cars have a drag coefficient of 0.28, but at least one 
prototype exists with a coefficient of 0.186. Improved lubricants 
can ensure smoother running while better tyres can cut down on 
rolling resistance without compromising safety. This would also 
contribute to reducing fuel consumption. 

If you are thinking of buying a new car, i’s worth considering 
fuel efficiency as well as reliability and driver appeal. Apart from 
helping the planet, it helps your pocket. 
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SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

Social surveys in states like Punjab have brought to 
Tight the nutritional and emotional discrimination against 
women. The traditional prejudice against women has been 
reinforced by modem ethics. A family which includes two 
or thrce sons is entitled to a large holding according to the 
land ceiling law. Besides, sons are considered to be a source 
of security in the parents’ old age (in a country where social 
security measures are still quite inadequate). On the other 
hand, female lives are considered as an expendable asset, 
‘There is a vast gap between the urban educated women 
(who enjoy equal rigbts and opportunities) and the villagers 
where old prejudices still persist and all women are 
considered as mere chattels. The neglect of women (in 
India) is clear from the declining sex ratio. Again, female 
mortality before birth, at birth and also in the child-bearing 
age is deplorable. 

The problem, in fact, is of the attitudes. ‘The general 
feeling is that the wife and mother must be the more 
acquiescent partner, leaving the main decisions to the 
socalled better judgement of the husband and the father, 

unfortunately from this concept flows outthe commonly 
accepted sense of the superiority of the male. 

The constructive changes in social attitudes can be 
effected through conscious, deliberate and well-planned 
efforts. the responsibility for this falls on the shoulders of 
both the state and the community. The Govt. alone cannot 
change the deep-rooted attitudes but it can definitely ensure 
the implementation of the laws. 

CAREER OPENINGS 

In many developing and developed countries, there 
aremany women legislators, religious crusaders, politicians, 
lawyers and architects, In countries like Russia there are 
a nimber of women pilots of aircraft, taxi, TruclTractor 
drivers, besides Doctors and Engineers. 

Health and Education are the areas which hold out 
much potential for our women's employment. Primary 
Health Care Programme, Maternity and Child Care 
Programmes, Health Guide Schemes should be introduced, 
‘And all these should aim at training and employing women 
for nurshing jobs and paramedical jobs. 

‘The readers of Ramgarhia Community should take 
steps to eneotirage and try to utilize the natural bent of 
mind of women for artistic skills like embroidery, knit wear, 
dress designing, garment tailoring, fine arts and painting, 
hand printing of textiles, music, performing arts etc. Such 
opportunties would render a great help to the rural and small 
town women to eam a living or to add to their family 
income. In modem conditions there is a need to ensure 
women’s share in handicrafts and other sectors of industry. 

Polytechnics, exclusively for women, in all the major 
cities of Punjab and elsewhere should be opened. There 
should be adequate training facilities for women. 

‘The programme for non-formal education for girls 
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should be popularized and there should be financial 
assistance from the State for non-formal education centres. 

Under adult education schemes more work is needed 
tobe done to provide elementary knowledge to the illiterate 
tural women. 

In order to provide more opportunities to women for 
greater employment, preferences can be given to women 
applicantsandentreprencursin granting licenses o industries 
and in allotment of raw material for small industries 
‘TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

Generall speaking, a large number of Ramgarhia girls, 
are going in for college education. At times, if becomes 
very difficult for the parents to find a suitable well qualified 
match for their-daughter. But women going for higher 
education are hardly 35 per cent of the total enrollment 
‘When it comes to technical education the gap between male 
and female enrollment is very wide. Itis generally believed 
that technical education is unsuitable for women because 
of the strenuous nature of the taining involved, Secondly, 
there is lack of awareness about career opportunities in 
technical education. Thirdly, many of the employees ae 
reluctant to employ women engineers or give them senior 
responsible positions. Then there is economic priority of 
the family whichis, most cases, notin favour of educating 
women for employment. At times women cannot get 
admission in the preferred institutions and branches like 
electronics and computer sciences, etc. All these factors 
inhibit a greater participation of women in technical 
education. If we really want to promote technical education 
for women, we should try to understand the probleins 
‘women are facing and take remedial measures to overcome 
the obstacles 

In the end, I would like to say that itis only the nature 
of a Ramgarhia woman's education and up-bringing that 
Puts vier at a disadvantage, and keeps up the notion that 
they are inferiors in ability. 1 conclude with words of a 
great philosopher, “There is a woman at the beginning of 
all great things” and if applies to Ramgarhia woman too. 
Provided she is given the right atmosphere and equal 
opportunities to utilize her talents, no doubt, like Mrs, Vijay 
Lakshmi Pandit (The first woman chairperson of the U.N.O) 
Mrs. Bhandarnaike Mrs. Margret Thatcher and Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi she can also reach the lofty heights in life 
IMPORTANCE OF OUR MOTHER TONGUE 
PANJABI 

Language is the basis of socio-cultural development. 
‘The mother-tongue means the use of certain words for the 
expression of our emotions and feelings. the languages is, 
im fact, the pedigree of a nation. the noble standard of 
language denotes the high standard of a community of a 
nation. 

Panjabi is our mother-tongue, It is homely like a 
mother. It is the tongue in whose lap we open our eyes, 
grow and develop. Language is a sacred thing; it grows 
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out of life-out of its joys and sorrows- its agonies and 
ecstasies and we always feel at home with it. Bach and 
every language is of great importance of the nation/ 
community it belong to. Punjabi is the language of Punjab 
and it bas deeprooted relationship with the culture and 
people of Panjab. It is one of the ancient languages of 
india and it was in vogue even during the days of 
Alexandr’s invasion of India. It is the symbol of our 
pristine culture, a store-house of our folk lore, ourhistory, 
myths and mixims. In 1669, Hafiz Barkhurdar, a well 
known poet of the century, used the world ‘Panjabi’ for 
the language of Panjab in his Jangnama : 

‘caas Hue & Zonibor, fen fea fa yas 

gos Ure we geet Aa Tze wis 

‘The soft and refreshing words of Naths and Jogis, 
the sweet hymns of Baba Farid, the divine preachings 
of the Sikh Guru, the mystical poctry of the Sufis and 
the folk lores helped Panjabi a lot in making tremendous 
advancement, In the literary works of bhai Vir Singh, 
Prof. Puran Singh, Dhani Ram Chatrik, Prof, Mohan 
Singh, Amrita Pritam and Shiv Kumar Batalvi, ithas been 
proved that Panjabi language is capable and suitable for 
conveying all shades of meanings, all tones and accents, 
both in poetry and prose. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Panjabi is one of the best languages and it stands 
at No. 5 among the languages spoken by the maximum 
number of people the world over. We always feel at home 
with it. It causes no strain on the mind and gives us a 
sense of relief in utterance, It has many dialects of its 
‘own. It consititutes rich vocabulary, style of expression 
and maxims. Panjabi literature symbolises equality, 
devotion and love forhumanity. Modern Panjabi literature 
occupies a special place of honour as compared to the 
other Indian and Westem literary creations, Panjabi is 
a sweet language with a smooth flow and rhythm, 
‘THE NECESSITY TO TEACH/LEARN PANJABI 

For the Panjabis the knowledge of Panjabi language 
has a special importrance. We can retain and safeguard 
ourreligion, culture and our very identity through Panjabi 
only, while living in various parts of the world. 

So far as Sikh religion is concemed, all literature 
and philosophy of sikhism is in Gurmukhi, The sacred 
hymns of our Gurus and saints enshrined in Guru Granth 
Sahib are in Gurmukhi. So the families that have settled 
abroad must be aware and conscious of the fact that it 
is necessary for their predecessors to leam Panjabi. 
Young men and women are the future of a nation. Young, 
boys and girls in Westem countries are surrounded by 
such social atmosphere which makes it rather difficult 
for the sikh thought and ideals to spread out its wings. ‘The 
social/religious organisations can play a constructive role 
in this regard only if the parents also take keen interest 
in enlightening their offsprings about the mother tongue 
and the religion, 


Jas Musicals 


108a The Broadway Southall UB11QF UK 
Tel 081 574 2686 Fax 081 571 7445 











Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 





International Ramgarhia News - Page 15 





feta 
Une fea Het am 3, ine fea we 2 

Su Baht 

Teepe Sure! feu Ure Sea 8 31 (as oat Reet 





: 


ate 
al 
i 
g 
wag 
Sad 
atgag 
apye 
F 


i 
ra 


aa 
4 


ita 


| 225 


a4 


; 

i 

i 
Ht 
San2 
aly 


agaags 
44 
j 


aq 
ag 
PEEL 


‘planed 
( 
j 
4 
i 


u 


q 


i 


In the present times, the atmosphere in most of our 
homes in such that it makes us pessimistic regarding parents 
giving proper guidance and education to the children about 
Sikh philosophy and Sikh history. We have inded 
avery rich heritage and our youth will become capable 
of safeguarding the valuable heritage only if they have a 
thorough knowledge and decp understanding of the 
lifehistories and mission of our Gurus, the sacrifices of our 
ancestors and the golden rules for a truthful living for 
mankind, All this knowledge can be acquired only through 
the study of Panjabi language. If we ignore this hard fact! 
reality or hesitate to take some solid measures, we shall 
lose our very existence in the times to come, 
CULTURAL ASPECT 

As regards Panjabi culture, we have very rich heritage 
of traditions, customs, rituals and rites and Janguage is the 
symbol of the cultural heritage of a nation, Language plays 
avital role in further enriching this treasure and it is through 
Janguage alone that this age-long treasure (rich cultural 
heritage) is passed on to the future generations, This aspect 
(of life) should be taken a serious note of, because without 
proper knowledge of Panjabi our modem generation will 
be completely cut off from panjabiayPanjabi-Culture. The 
language and literature of a nation, in fact, provides strenguh 
and inspiration and symbolises the moral and social values, 
We share the joys and sorrows of our fellow beings through 
language only. 
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Even today, we can bave a very clear and fine glimpse 
of word-picture of 16th century Panjab through the poetic 
creation of Waris Shab. There is no shade of Panjabi culture 
or mode of living which he has not touched. He has given 
in detail a description of Panjabi landscape, Panjabi rural 
life, Panjabi dress fashions, food habits, and referred to 
Panjabi folk songs and folk lore, fairs and festivals. We 
may rightly call Waris Shah our Shakespeare so far as the 
wealth of Panjabi vocabulary, idioms and quotations are 
concemed; and our Chaucer in reviving Panjabi language 
and for painting in vivid detail the life of Panjab of his 
times. We, the Panjabis will always remember Waris who 
is the symbol and embodiment of ‘Panjabiat’ and who 
played a tremendous role in popularising Panjabi language 
through his interesting writings. 

Now, we can enter the store-house containing such 
valuable treasures through Panjabi only. Therefore, in order 
to keep our culture alive and full of time, it is our moral 
duty to teach Panjabi to our children, 
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA 

With ettew from Ist January 1994 the Assistant 
High Commission of India, Birmingham will be 
redesignated “THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF 
INDIA”, On 26th January 1994, the Consulate General 
will also move to new premises at: The Spencers, 19 
Augusta Street, Jewellery Quarters, Hockley, Birmingham 
B18 ODS. Tel (021) 212 2782/3/4/5/6. 


FOOD LABELING 
Co-op has become the first British retailer to 
back the widespread demand for the Jabelling of foods 
which have been “genetically engincered.” The company 
made its amouncement at a time when the British 

Government and the food industry are still considering 

what action to take, The three point code of practice 

states: 

* No food products containing human genetic material 
will be sold by the Co-op; 

* Co-op Brand products will not contain vegetables or 

@_ {888 which have been moat with genetic material 
from animal sources; 

* All Co-op Brand products known to contain modified 
genetic material from non-related species will be 
labelled-particularly in cases where there are known 
to be religious or other ethical concems. 

One of the few foods currently available made using gene 
technology is vegetarian cheese. Cheese has been 
traditionally made using rennet from calves’ stomachs but 
vegetarian cheese is made using a rennet derived from 
genctically modified organisms. Co-op vegetarian cheese 
will now carry the words “Produced using gene 
technology and so free from animal rennet.” 


GURU TEG BAHADUR FOUNDATION 

Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Foundation was launched 
by Dr L M Singhvi, High Commissioner of India in a 
congregation held at his residence on December 12th 
1993, The function attended by large number of Sikhs and 

ther communities from different parts of the UK, was 
Pirecedea by an Akhand Path from December 10th to 12th. 

‘Addressing the congregation, various speakers 
paid glowing tribute to the supreme sacrifice made by 9th 
Sikh Guru Teg Bahadur to oppose the forces of religious 
intolerance, bigotry and fundamentalism, They asserted 
that Guru Teg Bahadur who is known as “Hind-ki- 
Chadar" made the supreme sacrifice for the integration of 
the people of India irrespective of their religious 
persuasions and beliefs. 

Subsequently, His Honor Judge Mota Singh 
Matharu moved a Resolution for approval of the 
Foundation by the congregation, which was seconded by 
Sardar Harbans Singh. The congregation unanimously 
approved the resolution and requested Dr LM Singhvi to 
formally launch Guru Teg Bahadur Foundation. 

‘The High Commissioner in his speech was very 
thankful and enthusiastic about his long cherished dream 
come true. He said that the “sacrifice of Sri Gura Teg 
Bahadur was unparalleled in history and constituted a 
valued treasure not only of the Indian heritage but of the 
entire humanity”. The Jaunch of the Foundation raised 
UK Sterling £22,000 and the function concluded with 


langar. 
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' There are several good reasons for investing in 


India. 
© One of the largest economies in the world. 


© A \arge and rapidly growing consumer market - 
upto 300 million people constitute the market 
for branded consumer goods - estimated to be 
growing at 8% per annum; demand for several 
consumer products is growing at over 12% per 
annum. 


© One of the largest manufacturing sectors in the 
world, spanning almost all areas of manufacturing 
activities. , 

‘High! trained and adaptable labour force — 
available at extremely competitive rates. 
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PROFILE 


By S Piara Singh Kondel (Canada) 


When F D Roosevelt died in 1945, Harry $ Truman 
became the 33rd President of USA. He invited his friend Dean. 
G Acheson to his office and offerd him the most coveted job of 
“The Secretary of State." Acheson hesitated and told the 
President that, * there are people, who are more suitable for this 
job than Iam.' ‘That may be so’ replied the President,’ butI 
don’t know those people.’ Acheson accepted the job graciously 
and proved to be one of the most successful Secretary of State in 
US history. 

‘The analogy implied here is that, to develop a 
‘confident attitude, itis important to know people on a personal 
level. There are great many people with prominent and 
influential status within Ramgarhia/Vishwkarma community, 
‘who can be an inspiration to the young and a source of pride to 
the elders. They deserve our admiration, but these people are 
hardly known outside their own circle. There is general 
awareness of this fact within our community. Our media and 
some individuals have been trying their best to address this 
problem for some time. So far they have been able to touch only 
the tip of the iceberg. Never the less, I am optimistic about the 
future, because itis a period of renaissance of our community. 

think that, starting in a small way, it will be a step in 
the right direction to introduce prominent personalities of our 
community resident in North America. First such person whom 
I would like to introduce, is Dr Jaswant Singh Mudhar, who bas 
been permanently settled in Canada since 1965. Very briefly, I 
will mention bis qualifications, bis achievements and 
aspirations. [ will also try to have a glimpse at his life. 


EDUCATION AND QUALI NS 
‘« FIC Machine Shop Technology, Leeds UK 

» CIM McGill University, Montreal Canada 

+ MSc Eng. Science, Wachita State University, Kansas USA 
# DSe Eng. Science, Kings College, London UK 


HONOURS & SCI HIPS 
‘© Research Fellowship, Design Council, London UK 

«MAN OF THE YEAR’ Fluid Power Society, Ohio USA 

* DUCKHAM' Bronze Medal. Inst of Plant Engineers,USA 
«1st Prize, Eng Design, Hydraulic & pneumatic Journal USA 
‘AWARD OF MERIT” Gov't of New Brunswick Canada 
‘ORDER of ONTARIO" 1992 (Nominated) 


PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 

‘© Inst. of Nuclear Science UK _* ‘ORDER of ENGINEERS'- 
Canada —_* Institute of Environmental Sciences USA 
‘American Society of Mechanical Engineers USA 


Aircraft landing gear 

Surgical Equipment’s 

Hydrostatic hip joints 

Nightvision eyeglasses 

Mechanical finger joints 

Night Driving Eyeglasses 

Equipment for Brain surgery 

Blood vessel suturing devices 

Ultrasonic eyeglasses for the blind 

10 Fully automatic diaper making machine 

LL HRS for helicopters landing on ships at high sea 

12 Shockproof voice recorders for supersonic fighter jets 
Published 21 technical papers & authored several technical 
documents 





Caranaunne 


VOLUNTARY WORK 
* Sikh Professional Association of Canada 
«Canadian Standards Association © Sikh Society of Canada 
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In addition to this, for bis own relaxation, Dr Mudhar 

does oil paintings, water colours and cartoons, which have 
‘appeared in several publications. He also writes poetry in 
Punjabi. Born at Jamsher Khaas, District Jallandhar, Punjab, 
India in 1936. He was very young, when he accompanied his 
pareats to Nairobi, Kenya and then moved on to Kampala, 
Uganda, where bis father $ Karam Singh Mudhar joined 
Geological Survey of Uganda and was in charge of Engineering 
Department. Young “Jas” as be likes to be known, had just 
completed his secondary education in Kampala, when his 
mother Sardarni Gurcharan Kaur died. Due to this sudden 
change in family circumstances, he could not continue his 
studies. For a year or so, Jas worked with his father, where he 
leat the basic machining and metal working. He simply hated 
‘to work on lathes, milling machines and etc, because he really 
‘wanted to be an artist and a photographer. But Jas always had a 
strong desire for further studies and thought of leaving Uganda 
and go to either India or England. 

Crucial to bis future was his determination to pursue 
his chartered course of action, It was an uphill struggle, but 
eventually his indomitable spirit triumphed, Early in 1959, he 
left Uganda for England. In Leeds, with the full support of his 
wife Sardamni Nirmal Kaur, be studied at the Leeds University 
for six years, before moving on to Canada, 

‘A winner never quits and quitter never wins’ has 
always been Dr Madhar's motto. He prefers to be alone, because 
‘be maintains that, only individuals and not crowds, can achieve 
anything meaningful in life, Here in Canada, Dr Mudhar has 
developed technical skills, which have given rise to an 
inereasing measure of control over environment. He owns 
‘SAHIB EYEWEAR Ine and is President of VISIONAID 
Engineering & Research. Apart from keeping close links with 
his professional peers, his social contacts also include Joe Clark 
and Brain Mulroney two ex-prime Ministers of Canada, federal 
‘ministers, some provincial Premiers and other dignitaries, 
Meeting Dr Mudbar is quite an experience. You feel that you 
are in the company of a great man. His greatness lies in his 
modesty and wannbeartedness. With his disarming manners and 
charming personality, he puts you at ease and makes you feel at 











Dr Modhar is a practicing Sikh and describes himself. 
as an ‘Engineering Scientist.’ When asked, how does he relate 
‘Science to Religion? Dr Mudhar’s reply was simple and. 
straightforward. He said that, these are two ‘sister disciplines.” 
For through the study of Science, one learns more about 
CREATION, whereas, by virtue of the study of religion, one 
gains a greater insight into the CREATOR. There cannot be any 
‘great accomplishment without faith. 
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__ HOUNSLOW EAST ACTON 
"MIDDLESEX TW3 4AA LONDON W3 6EG 

_ Tel 081 570 1233/572 0429 Tet 081 993 5475 
Fax 081 992 6333 


Fax 081570 5689 
NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 
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5 SND & 


GROUP OF COMPANIES 


THE BIGGEST ASIAN ELECTRICAL, INDUSTRIAL 
WHOLESALERS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 


Distributors of major manufacturers in the electrical trade 
and suppliers to wholesalers, electrical contractors, 
retailers, trade, clothing industry,engineering 
and allied industries. 





We can also now offer you at wholsale prices the latest 
lighting including low voltage, decorative Chandeliers and 
disco lighting in our lighting showroom. 


We specialise in made to measure chandeliers and brass 
fitting to your own requirements. 








SND Electrical (Leicester) Ltd. SND Lighting Centre 
90 Narborough Road 19 - 21 Constitution Hill 
Leicester Head Office Hockley, Birmingham 
, - Tel : 021 - 236 1884 
Tel: 0683-65025 SN Electrical wholesalers 
SND House 


23 - 25 Constitution Hill 
Hockley, Birmingham B19 3IG 
Tel : 021 - 236 5012 
Contact : G.S. Bambra, J.S. Bambra, 








HLS. Bambra 
Nationwide Electrical Supplies Ltd. AM. Electrical Distributors 
196 High Road 123 Bath Road 
Bloxwich Slough, Berkshire SL1 3UW 
Walsall, W. Midlands WS3 3LA Tel : 0753 - 550005 
Tel : 0922 - 710107 Fax : 0753 - 550003 
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